
 
A GLOBAL ROUNDTABLE ON BIODIVERSITY IN FOOD SYSTEMS  

 
SUMMARY  

 
I. PURPOSE  AND PRINCIPLES  

 
FACT (Food, Agrobiodiversity, Clarity, and Transparency) is developing the framework for a 
Global Roundtable on Biodiversity in Food Systems. FACT specifically addresses the 
challenges that food companies face in sourcing crops and ingredients that enhance 
biodiversity. The roundtable links farmers and supply chain decision makers with a specific 
intent: to create more transparent and diversified food supply chains that reward farmers 
for practices that promote biodiversity.  
FACT’s specific objectives are to:  
 

● Increase the production and availability of foods that support 
agrobiodiversity, improve nutritional security, support local economies, 
build soil health and increase resilience to climate change. 

● Provide traceability metrics of biodiversity in food systems, across the 
whole value chain, to increase transparency about production and 
sourcing practices.  

● Link traceability metrics with specific Sustainable Development Goals 
related to agrobiodiversity. 

  
FACT’s initiatives support Ten Main Principles:  
 

1) Build Healthy Soils 
2) Increase Resilience to Climate Change, Economic Fluctuations and Shocks 
3) Promote Nutrient Security  
4) Enhance Livelihoods for Women 
5) Ensure Knowledge Sharing  
6) Uphold Resilient Land Use Practices  
7) Empower Youth 
8) Create Business and Job Opportunities along the Value Chain  
9) Support Conservation of Genetic and Natural Resources  
10) Protect Indigenous and Local Cultures  
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FACT aims to attract leadership that can leverage tools to assist decision makers at food 
companies to integrate more diversity and transparency into their supply chains. FACT will 
work in concert with company and NGO efforts to mainstream biodiversity for food and 
nutrition globally with targeted actions.  
 

II. JUSTIFICATION:  CENTRAL PROBLEM & OPPORTUNITY  
 
Biodiversity in food systems has been dramatically eroded and underutilized  in our food 
chains. The simplification of food systems contributes to malnutrition, land and ecosystem 
degradation, and market vulnerability. It is often difficult to find information that relates to 
questions surrounding crops and their contribution to agrobiodiversity. Food companies lack 
resources or tools for evaluating novel crops, ingredients, and/or products for purchase for 
various uses. Without a universally recognized evidence-base, supply chains often remain 
“blind” leading to environmental and nutritional problems.  Increasing transparency can 
enable food companies to have trustworthy information about the supply chain, including 
food production practices, and gain added value for sustainably-grown products that 
support biodiversity  Likewise, food producers can gain important advantages if they also 
have access to transparent information about the supply chain and effective methods for 
benefit-sharing.  
 

III. METHODOLOGY, STRATEGIC ACTIONS, AND EXPECTED IMPACTS   
 
FACT will develop strategic actions and tools that are expected to have significant 
impacts:  
 
1. Facilitating Supply Chain Collaboration and Information-Sharing 
 

● A digital information hub featuring profiles of innovators and success 
stories, will share knowledge  and facilitate collaboration among 
stakeholders in the food supply chain and across countries, regions, and 
communities.  

● Impact: Increased awareness of practices, principles, and lessons learned 
from the examples profiled  and will be able to apply the lessons from 
these cases.  

 
2. Building Transparency, Traceability, and Trust   
 

● A digital toolkit (and integration of blockchain tools) will enable producers 
and buyers of crops, livestock, aquaculture and wild seafood to 
authenticate the safeguarding of biodiversity through practices that 
support the FACT principles and practices and build connections in the 
supply chain.  

● Impact: Adoption of efficient and effective methods to gain critical market 
information about novel food products, and  transparency about  practices 
in the supply chain.    
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 3.  Connecting the Dots: Transitioning to New Ingredients 
● Curricula for food companies and processors as digital toolkits and/or 

storytelling products will identify steps and practices for transition to 
innovative foods.  

● Impact: Will help to expand market innovation and build entrepreneurial 
opportunities that support biodiversity in food systems.   

 
  4.  Amplifying Communications and Outreach about Biodiversity in Food Systems   

● An integrated strategy to communicate agricultural biodiversity principles 
will include a website, E-cards and social media assets with innovator 
profiles and stories, and participation in key conferences such as the 
Natural Products Expo in March 2020,  

● Impact: Increased awareness of the importance of biodiversity in food 
systems, its value for nutrition and health,  for farming systems, and for 
climate change resilience. This will also result in greater publicity  which 
may also increase business success for food companies.  

1

 
 
IV:  AUDIENCE/BENEFICIARIES  
 
The main audience and beneficiaries of FACT are key stakeholders in the food 
supply chain from producers to processors; traders to retailers and food 
service, including small and medium food companies. FACT will also benefit 
consumers,  consumer groups, NGOs, and policy, through greater clarity and 
transparency about biodiversity in food systems.  
 
 
 
 
For further information contact: 
Laura Howard-Gayeton 
laura@thelexicon.org 

1 FACT’s initiatives are also intended to contribute to several of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), specifically SDG2: End hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture, SDG12: Ensure sustainable 
consumption and production patterns, SDG13:  Combat climate change and its 
impacts,  SDG15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems… and halt land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
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